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rather unmannerly backbiters, which shifting once a day will
scarce free him from.
He may chance sometimes to meet with no passage under
a month or six weeks, and then he may hire a small trankey
to himself for six tomans or thereabouts, and this he may
be always sure of having at Kishmish1. The conveniences in
one of these are but small, and his principal care must be to
shelter himself from the inclemencies of the weather, which
at that season of the year will be excessive cold. But then
he will have a quicker passage, perhaps in fifteen days;
whereas if he stays till the middle of March, waiting for a
large trankey, he will find the North-Westers blow so strong
that perhaps he will not get up in forty days time. And I
desire this may be the more particularly taken notice of,
because I fell into the same error myself, which occasioned
me to arrive so late at Busserah; whereas had I gone in the
little boat which set out sooner, I might have been there the
latter end of February, and might have had a passage to
Bagdad almost every week by some convenience or other;
where, if you meet with no opportunity of travelling over the
little desert, you may be certain of a passage to Mousul; and
had it been my good fortune to have taken this method I
should have been at Aleppo as soon as I got to Busserah.
But as it was, I was obliged to wait for the desert caravan,
because the stream of the river runs so strong at that season
of the year that I should have been forty days in going up
it to Bagdad, and after that I should have been fifteen or
twenty days in travelling to Aleppo. However this road is
the best when you get to Busserah in time, and from Bagdad
you may proceed to Aleppo on horseback, before the weather
begins to be immoderately hot. But if you take your passage
from Bengal in the freight ship, you will not arrive at Bus-
serah before the latter end of May, or not so soon, and then
it will be best to join the merchants' caravan, though the
time of their setting out is very uncertain.
However, upon weighing the whole, and considering the
uncertainty of the departure of the caravans, it will be best,
1 Qishm: an island near Bandar Abbas.